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A Competency-Based Curriculum is a curriculum that emphasises the importance of
developing skills and knowledge of learners and applying these to real life situations.
Competency is the ability to apply appropriate knowledge and skills to successfully
perform a function. Therefore, this curriculum provides the opportunity for
learners to develop and apply their skills and knowledge, or in other words, their
competencies in their daily lives.
The basic definition of a Competency-Based Curriculum is that it is Child-centred
learning.
Child-centred learning is an approach to teaching that places children at the centre of
the leaming process.

Here are five important ideas in child-centred learning:
1. learning is social; learners often do activities in pairs or groups and help each other to leam;

learners develop a wide range of thinking skills, such as analysing, creating and evaluating;
the teacher is a facilitator of leaming, not simply a source of knowledge;
the teacher plans lessons around the needs, interests and environment of the learners;

o WM

each lesson starts from what the learners already know and builds on this.

The new system of education in Kenya has a structure of 2-6-3-3:

1. Early Years Education:

*  Pre-primary: a two-year programme — Pre-primary | and Pre-primary II;

+ Lower Primary: the first three years of primary school — Grades 1, 2 and 3;
2. Middle School Education:

+  Upper Primary; Grades 4, 5 and 6;

+ Lower Secondary: Grades 7, 8 and 9
3. Senior School, Tertiary and University:

+  Tertiary Education and Training: Grades 10, 11 and 12
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